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The University of Edinburgh

• An ancient research intensive university 
founded in 1583.
• 3 Colleges, 22 Schools.

• 15,893 staff

• 49,000 students (28,700 undergraduates, 
20,300 postgraduates).

• 4000 online masters students, 4 million MOOC 
learners. 
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University of Edinburgh Vision

Our graduates, and the knowledge we 
discover with our partners, make the 
world a better place.

Our teaching and research is relevant to 
society and we are diverse, inclusive and 
accessible to all.
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University of Edinburgh OER Policy

• http://open.ed.ac.uk/about/
• Approved by Education Committee in 

January 2016, revised 2021.
• Shared under Creative Commons licence.
• Open policies for learning and teaching 

https://open.ed.ac.uk/open-policy-for-
learning-and-teaching/

http://open.ed.ac.uk/about/
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University of Edinburgh OER Policy

• Informative and permissive.
• Encourages staff and students to use, 

create and publish OERs to enhance the 
quality of the student experience. 

• Helps colleagues make informed decisions 
about creating and using OER. 

• Improves sustainability and longevity of 
teaching and learning resources.

• Expands pool of learning resources and 
diversifies the curriculum.
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OER Service
• Digital skills workshops & events around OER 

and open education.

• Provide support to Schools and Colleges.

• Provide advice, guidance and training on 

copyright and open licensing.

• Work with our Online Course Production 

Service & Wikimedian in Residence.

• Employ student interns. 
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Open.Ed, https://open.ed.ac.uk/
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Copyright Debt, https://thinking.is.ed.ac.uk/melissa/tag/copyright-debt/
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Edinburgh’s OERs https://open.ed.ac.uk/edinburghs-oers/
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Building core competencies and 
transferable attributes with open 
knowledge

• Digital and information literacy skills
• Writing as public outreach
• Collaborative working
• Information synthesis 
• Copyright literacy 
• Critical thinking
• Source evaluation
• Data science.
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GeoSciences Outreach Course, https://www.ed.ac.uk/geosciences/undergraduate/geoscience-outreach
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Geosciences Outreach, https://geoscienceoutreach.wordpress.com/
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By developing OERs, 
GeoScience Outreach 
students build core 
competencies and gain 
transferable attributes. 



University of Edinburgh OERs on TES Resources, https://www.tes.com/teaching-resources/shop/OpenEd
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Short Online Courses https://www.onlinecourses.ed.ac.uk/
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Open Media Bank https://media.ed.ac.uk/channel/Open%2BMedia%2BBank/
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Live at COP27 https://media.ed.ac.uk/channel/Learning+for+a+Sustainable+Future%3A+Live+at+COP27/
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Fundamentals of Music Theory https://books.ed.ac.uk/edinburgh-diamond/catalog/book/ed-9781912669226
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Contact

Open.Ed
open.ed@ed.ac.uk
http://open.ed.ac.uk/
@OpenEdEdinburgh

This presentation is licensed CC BY,  
University of Edinburgh, unless 
otherwise indicated.

Lorna M. Campbell
lorna.m.campbell@ed.ac.uk
http://lornamcampbell.org/
@LornaMCampbell

Stephanie (Charlie) Farley
stephanie.farley@ed.ac.uk
@SFarley_Charlie

mailto:open.ed@ed.ac.uk
http://open.ed.ac.uk/
mailto:lorna.m.campbell@ed.ac.uk
http://lornamcampbell.org/
mailto:stephanie.farley@ed.ac.uk

